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UE Associates Ltd
UE Associates provide consulting services to a 
wide range of private and public sector 
organisations, including infrastructure 
operators, regional and local government, 
project consortia, property owners, public and 
private sector utility companies and regulators.  
We draw on a wealth of technical expertise, 
specialist experience and innovation, which we 
combine with a friendly, professional approach.

Our Services
Our approach is always carefully tailored to 
meet, and aspire to exceed client 
expectations.  Our primary focus is on 
the interactions between environment 
and development; we regularly work on 
land use and spatial planning matters, 
including environmental impact assessment, 
ecological assessment, Habitats Regulations 
and appropriate assessment, strategic 
environmental assessment and sustainability 
appraisal.

Our key areas of ecological work include:

•	 Ecological baseline surveys such as 
	 Phase I habitat surveys and rapid 			 
	 ecological site screening;
•	 Protected species surveys;
•	 Specialist ornithological surveying 
	 expertise at both site and species-			
	 specific level, and implementation of 	
	 mitigation;
•	 	 Habitat creation;
•	 	 Species translocation;
•	 	 Licence applications;
•	 	 Monitoring advice;
•	 	 Environmental Clerk of Works;
•	 Environmental management plans;
•	 Environmental impact assessment;
•	 Ecological services including design and 	 	
	 implementation of mitigation; and
•	 Research and policy.

Our consultants and associates are fully aware of 
current legislative requirements and hold relevant 
protected species licences as required.  All members of 
the ecology team hold membership of the Institute of 
Ecology and Environmental Management.
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Atlantic Crayfish
Austropotamobius pallipes

Atlantic crayfish, also referred to as native, freshwater or 
white-clawed crayfish, is the UK’s only native species of 
crayfish.

They inhabit aquatic habitats such as lakes, rivers, reservoirs, 
water-filled quarries, canals and streams where water pollution 
is low.  

They prefer mineral rich, neutral to alkaline water (pH 7-9) with 
plenty of stones and roots for shelter.

Central and the north west of England, such as the Yorkshire 
Dales, are key regions for Atlantic crayfish.  

They have an olive-brown, smooth appearance with 
pale-coloured undersides to the claws.  The dorsal surfaces are 
covered in a fine mat of hairs.

They are nocturnal and omnivorous.  They have many 
predators such as otter, mink, rats, birds and fish (especially 
pike and trout).

Breeding usually takes place in the autumn (Sept - Oct), with 
eggs being hatched in late spring or early summer. 

Atlantic Crayfish 
Conservation Status

•	 Length: Up to 12cm
•	 Weight: Up to 2kg
•	 Total UK population: 24% of the global population
•	 Life expectancy: 7 to 12 years
•	 UK BAP Priority Species

Atlantic crayfish are 
considered globally 
threatened.  In the UK their 
numbers have undergone 
a significant population 
decline in recent decades 
due to fragmentation of 
habitats and the spread of 
crayfish plague, a fungal 
disease.  

An influx of the American 
signal crayfish (Pacifastacus 
leniusculus) is out-breeding 
and out-eating the Atlantic 
crayfish.  The signal 
crayfish is also immune to 
the effects of the crayfish 
plague, adding further 
strength to its competitive 
advantage over the Atlantic 
crayfish.



     Atlantic Crayfish Legislation 
Atlantic crayfish and their habitats are 

protected by law under Schedule 5 of the 
Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended).  

It is an offence to, or attempt  to, willfully kill, 
injure, or take any native crayfish; possess any dead 

native crayfish or part of one; possess or control a 
living, healthy native crayfish; intentionally or recklessly 
damage, destroy or obstruct access to its habitat, 
or disturb a native crayfish whilst it is occupying its 
habitat. The species is listed in Appendix III of the Bern 
Convention and Annexes II and V of the EC Habitats 
Directive.

Under Schedule 14 of the W&CA it is illegal to release 
non-native crayfish into the wild without a licence and it 
is also illegal to allow non-native crayfish to escape from 
holding facilities. ‘Reasonable steps’ and ‘due diligence’ 
must be exercised to avoid escapes from holding 
facilities.
Atlantic Crayfish Surveys and Mitigation
Authorities are required by law to take into account 
protected species in their consideration of planning 
applications; planning permission is usually only 
granted after a detailed ecological survey.  Due to 
the protection afforded to Atlantic crayfish, all survey 
techniques must be conducted by a licensed individual.

Trapping and active searching beneath stones in water 
bodies during low flow are common crayfish survey 
techniques.  In deep pools, night searching by torch 
may lead to better results, as may baited traps.  Optimal 
survey months are April and from July to the end of 
September (whilst females are not carrying eggs), 
although general habitat assessments can take place 
throughout the year.

UE Associates Ltd

UE Associates specialises in Environmental and 
Ecological Impact Assessment of proposed 
development sites, and employs professional 
consultants and ecologists who have advised on and 
undertaken numerous appraisals.  

We provide general and specialist surveys for a broad 
range of species and habitat types, including both 
field and desk-based studies.  

In the event of significant effects being identified, 
we are able to carry out mitigation (under license 
if necessary) followed by post-development 
monitoring.  

For more details, please contact us at:
T: 01242 525 222    

E: enquiries@ue-a.co.uk

W: http://www.ue-a.co.uk
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Badger
Meles meles

Badgers are found throughout the UK, although are ess common in 
East Anglia and Scotland.  They have an omnivorous diet, eating a 
range of plants and invertebrates.  

Badgers are territorial, but can be found in groups (clans) of 
around twelve.  Each clan has a dominant male and female which 
are often the only members of the clan to reproduce.  Badgers 
have a gestation period of 7-8 weeks and give birth to 1-5 
offspring (cubs).

A clan of badgers occupies a territory which may contain several 
types of sett, categorised in order of significance: main setts, 
annexe setts, subsidiary setts and outlier setts. 
Badgers are nocturnal and normally spend daylight hours in their 
setts.

Badgers prefer to inhabit well drained, grazed pastures, 
woodlands and field boundaries, which are free from disturbance 
and have high numbers of earthworms exposed.  

They dislike clay soil which is difficult for them to uncover. They 
thrive best where a mosaic of habitat types are available within 
their territories.

Badger 
Conservation 
Status

•	 Length: 1 m
•	 Weight: 8-12 kg
•	 Total UK population: 300,000
•	 Life expectancy: 5 years

In some parts of Britain, 
badger numbers are dropping, 
while elsewhere it is relatively 
common. The badger’s lack of 
road sense and its sensitivity to 
certain diseases, can combine 
to make the badger vulnerable 
to a range of threats.  

The most serious threats to 
badgers are:

•	 road traffic;
•	 the construction of 	 	

new roads and other 	
developments;

•	 illegal hunting and ‘pest 
control’ activities; and

•	 disease control 	 	
programmes.

Traffic kills around 50,000 
badgers a year in Britain.




